
NEWS RELEASE –  from the FACC (Ferry Advisory Committee Chairs) 
 
Announced Ferry Fare Hikes Understated, Impact Well Over 100% 
 
27 SEPTEMBER 2007 – Recent reports of ferry fare increases understate the actual 
impact on riders. When increases are applied to actual routes, fares will jump as high as 
120% from the time the government restructured BC Ferries in 2003. 
 
A range of figures has been reported recently. These are increases to fare caps, which 
apply to entire Route Groups. When the fare cap figures are applied to actual routes and 
current pre-paid ticket fares – the tickets used by the majority of coastal residents – the 
numbers show dramatically larger increases. 
 
As an example, a parent and two children travelling from Alert Bay to Port Hardy for 
swimming lessons will pay 97% more in ferry costs in 2011, than they did in 2003. 
� $15.52 in April 2003 
� $22.90 currrently 
� $30.60 in April 2011. 
Most other routes show greater increases. Examples are in the Backgrounder attached. A 
full list of route fare increases and calculations are available by sending a reply email. 
 
The Ferry Advisory Committee chairs (FACC) expect fares to increase even more than 
these figures, because they are designed to reflect any change in the Consumer Price 
Index (CPI) as well as further increases in fuel prices.  
 
The FACC speak for ferry-dependent communities along the length of the BC coast. 
Residents in those communities ask government to consider the essential role of ferry 
transportation in filling basic needs and in supporting tourism and small business. 
 
The FACC urges government to heed the calls and moderate the push toward user-pay 
service, which is driving the unprecedented increases. The FACC note that the cost of 
increasing baseline government contribution – which has not changed since 2003 – is a 
small expenditure relative to the benefits it would bring to British Columbians. 
 
Sample Fares at http://facc.gabriola.org/ 
 
FACC Contacts:  
Denman-Hornby, Tony Law ceec@telus.net 250-335-1155 
Bowen Island, Terry Cotter tcotter2@telus.net  604-947-0843 
Quadra-Cortes, John Sprungman sprungman@twincomm.ca 250-935-6332 
Thetis-Kuper, Ian Ralston pas@pacificcoast.net 250-246-4774 
Gabriola Island, Andre Lemieux andre.lemieux@shaw.ca 250-247-9889 
Gambier-Keats, Joyce Clegg jaclegg@primesignal.com 604-886-2763 
North and Central Coast, Steve Smith ssmith@cresthotel.bc.ca 250-624-1974 
Northern Sunshine Coast, Greg Aivazoff histump@yahoo.ca 604-485-0045 
Saltspring Island, Bob Jones 270ltd@saltspring.com 250-537-5514 
Southern Gulf Islands, Dave Dryer innonpender@cablelan.net 250-629-3353 
Southern Sunshine Coast, Jakob Knaus falconjk@telus.net 604 885 7793 
Pt.McNeill-Sointula-Alert Bay, Jo Mrozewski jo@runninglight.ca 250-974-9913 
 


